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Mrs, Wallace iunter, leacher » interviewed May 17, 1972,

722 Westminster liwy.
Born Elsie Hsplen, april &, 1909, New westminster.
Fathef, Captain New wWestwminster rire Uepdrtment, persuaded by Uncle to
move to Vancouver - start dalry ouslness corner Cambie and Broadway -
there 6 years - flsie started at Model Schiool.

-to Marpole, ©3cd and Graavilie, 191i, tnere till married -~ 1947 noved

to Richmond. Februavy 1924, blsie started teaching Steveston School at
? o

18 yrs. - all Japanese class grade 3 -~ scsregated - some pupils 1k years

0ld -~ knew no Bnglish - 3 roowm school, sibe present Legion.

To teach Bnglish - put on act to demonstrate - later Z more rooms built

.= Elsie moved to main building - loved teaching - Laught 38 years same

school.

1924 Séhool ixercise - outside in fiolds - very atnletic -boys and girlé
played baseball - wmarbles - skipped - Javancse ganss (describes one)
~ceremony [or choosing sides by actlion of nand - silnging voices lovely -
twice Japanese pupils periormrd on Cinllaren's Radio crogram - once had
Japanese songs - Japanese loved concerts = held old Opora Housé - did
drills - perfectionists perforuming -~ Hay 24%th big day - folk dance,
bicyele drili -~ many had bikes - early scinool (1924) cold winters -

many came long way on dyke -few absentees - Keea on education - Jépanese
parents strict - no discipline problem until wuch later - pupils went

to Japanese school daily after koglish schooling ~ several ycars one

blond girl went Lo Japancse class with Japanese girlfriend - result.

e

blond girl was interpreter war trials in Japan, marcied American Officer

Blsie regrets not learning Japancse language.

Coaqils'n

- ~at school insisted pupils use Japanese languaye on playground.

.Anecdote re pupil humor: action "eye" related - incldent re Steveston
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W"School windows, shows Javanese hidden humour -~ enjoyed fun with.pﬁpils -
ﬁery keen in sports -~ Steveston reputation in inter-school sports -
 still corresponds with formar students - all say evacuation was”beét
._thing that happened - close xnit in sSteveston commuinity, Japanese
V:d:uggiét, doctor -~ when separated east nave done well,
-sad at time of parting - at tralns.
. First teaching how arrived: caughl Lram Marpole at 7:20 a.m., got to
Steveston Scnoél at 8 a.m. - had lesssons prepared, work oh.blackboard -
 earliest caugnt return tram 4 p.m. had sucn good tines with.school
'jtéachers afterwards of'ten stayed till 4 p.:.s - depression = no teachers
got married - like one big Tamily - went on plcnics -week-ends together.

Pay: 192i: got $103 monthly {ivst - school board reduced salaries -

« /TT “hers to $35.00 -one teacher salary reauced <0% - wenl on years. Tfam
| fare was 25 cents each way - 50¢ a day.
~eventually teacher bougiht car - comnate gy cay - fun on tram - 2
teachers ffom N.W. transiercred o6 hornole to fichmond,
-social time on tram - cveryone waved,
_;' At christmas - teacners pot gifts by each Japanese pupil in class -
Japanese ornament, tea sets btreasures - nivht berore noliday teachers
f; together made parcéls candies nmuits oranses for each pupil - school
~'concerts many yearé - vell atteaded - great qeal ol WoIk.
‘Sports Days special early June - wnole scnool divided into & houses -
made own banners - pupils in coatumes - preceded by Mounties ~ marched
vffhrough Steveston Lo School - very exciting - keen competition,
'n,;L‘  Eléie married Wolloce lunter - Rebired 1952 - former pupils and parents

presented her silver lea service with 113 names on card,
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