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Bulletin 
Building Approvals Department 

6911 No. 3 Road, Richmond, BC  V6Y 2C1 
   
www.richmond.ca building@richmond.ca 

This information is provided for clarification purposes only and is not in substitution of any applicable City Bylaws or Provincial or Federal 
Codes or laws. In the case of any contradictions, legislative Codes, laws or Bylaws take precedence. You must satisfy yourself that any 
existing or proposed construction or other works complies with such Bylaws, Codes, applicable Acts, regulations, and decisions and orders of 
any person or body having jurisdiction over the Lands. 

Wood Retaining Walls 
No.: BUILDING-07 
Date: 1998-07-27 
Revised: 2021-01-29 

This bulletin is to inform Owners, Builders, and Contractors of retaining wall 
requirements. 

Summary 
• Retaining walls under 1 metre above the adjacent lower grade can be designed with the City’s 

approved Wood Retaining Wall Design guidelines. 
• For all other retaining walls exceeding 1 metre in height above the adjacent lower grade, a building 

permit is required and the design must be completed by a Registered Professional Engineer. 
• A plumbing permit must be obtained prior to any work related to a retaining wall where drain tile is 

installed and connected to the City’s storm drainage system. 

What is a Retaining Wall? 
A retaining wall is a vertical structure that holds back earth and prevents run off, flooding, or eroding onto 
adjacent property. 

Retaining Wall Design 
Soil retention methods at or near property lines incorporating retaining walls shall be: 
• Designed and constructed using the Building Approvals Department’s Wood Retaining Wall Design 

guidelines (attached) or;  
• Designed by a Registered Professional Engineer. 

Note: The prescribed Wood Retaining Wall Design applies to designs with a maximum height of 1 metre 
above the adjacent lower grade unless otherwise approved. A building permit is not required for retaining 
walls constructed in accordance with this guideline. 

If the retaining wall exceeds 1 metre in height above the adjacent lower grade, the design must be 
completed by a Registered Professional Engineer. 

General Requirements 
1. A building permit must be obtained prior to the construction of a retaining wall over 1 metre in height. 
2. For retaining walls constructed using the attached Wood Retaining Wall Design guidelines: All joints in 

the 20 mil continuous membrane or the two layers of 10 mil continuous membranes are to be lapped 
minimum 150mm and sealed. In the two layer application, joints in the membranes are to be staggered. 

3. A plumbing permit must be obtained prior to any work related to a retaining wall where drain tile is 
installed and connected to the City’s storm drainage system. 

4. A survey of non-encroachment may be required. 

Should you have any questions, comments, or suggestions concerning this bulletin, please reference the 
Bulletin number and email building@richmond.ca or call the Building Approvals General Inquiries line at 
604-276-4118. 

See over  
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